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twixt the parties to be weighed, be strictly prohibited, as they might give an undue share of weight to the scale in which they may be thrown, and have the same fatal consequences here, that, in my opinion, they have already had in Indostan; and should it ever happen that, through politeness, or any other motive, grains and drachms should be annually thrown into the Regal scale, it must in the end so far preponderate, that it will be difficult, if not impossible, to retrieve it: nay, another case might happen, that would be very ridiculous, which is, if the Kegal scale and the popular scale, at the two extremities of the beam, should both be loaded with the spoils of the middle one, that middle one would still keep dangling, though quite empty.
What has been said hitherto relates only to metaphorical weight, and is meant to recommend to the serious care and attention of posterity the preservation of our happy constitution, and to advise them to be watchful of any the least innovation in any part of it. But I am not sure, whether the real literal weighing of many individuals may not greatly contribute to this good end; and I am the more confirmed in this opinion by an experiment of that kind, which, I am informed, has been for some years last past tried with great success. I am assured that in a great hall, at the country seat of a very considerable person in Christendom,* there is a very magnificent pair of man scales, where the master of the house and his numerous guests are annually weighed, and are as annually found to increase immensely. This hint, I think, may admit of
* The allusion appears to be to Sir Eobert Wftlpole at Houghton. His autumnal meetings at that place nsed to be called his Congresses.